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Understanding the Kirpan W

A Kirpan Is ong of 5 refigious articles of faith (Kakars) wom extermally by
Sikh members who have undargone an initiation ceremany,

The Kirpan resembles & sword and varies in size. [tis usually smal and
nomaliy kept in a sheath attached to a strap and wom undemeath
clothing, near the waist. It is not usually visible.

The 5 articles inclute the Kesh (unshom hair), Kanga (wooden comb),
Wara (ron bangle), Kachhera {preseribed shorts - undergarment) and
Kirpan. To neglect o wear one reprasents a lapsa in rlighns practics:

Control of Weapons Act 1980

General Exemption Under Section 8B To Possess Swords

“The Governor it Council, wnder section 8B of the Controls of Weapons Agl

1990 exempts from the operation of section 5(1) and section 5(14) of the.

Control of Weapens Act 1990, it relation to Kirpans (swords), @ person wiho
is of a class of persons setoutinaniterm in Colamn 1 of Table A . fo the extent
apecified opposite that fem ir Colurmn 2 of Table &:

Table A

Class of Persons Exempt (Column 1) & Sikh whose religicus practices
cequire the carrying and possession of 2 Kirpan {3 spacific tvpe of sword).

Exemplions (Column 2): Bringing 2 Kirpan into Victoria, causing a Kimpan
ta e brought fiito or seat iato Victarla, selling or purchasing a Kirpan,
displaying or advertising a Kirpan for sale, possessing: UiNg or carmying 2
Kirpan — for the purposes of the perfarmance of dulies associated with
religious observance.”




